
THE DRUG COURT REVIEW

Published annually, the Drug Court Review’s goal is to keep
the drug court practitioner abreast of important new develop-
ments in the drug court field. Drug courts demand a great deal
of time and energy of the practitioner. There is little opportunity
to read lengthy evaluations or keep up with important research
in the field. Yet, the ability to marshal scientific and research
information and “argue the facts” can be critical to a program’s
success and ultimate survival.

The DCR builds a bridge between law, science, and clinical
communities, providing a common tool to all. A headnote and
subject indexing system allows access to evaluation outcomes,
scientific analysis, and research on drug court related areas.
Scientific jargon and legalese are interpreted for the practi-
tioner into common language.

Although the DCR’s emphasis is on scholarship and scientific
research, it also provides commentary from experts in the drug
court and related fields on important issues to drug court prac-
titioners.
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THE NATIONAL DRUG COURT INSTITUTE

The Drug Court Review is a project of the National Drug Court
Institute (NDCI). NDCI was established under the auspices of
the National Association of Drug Court Professionals with sup-
port from the Office of National Drug Control Policy, Executive
Office of the President, and the Bureau of Justice Assistance,
U.S. Department of Justice.

NDCI’s mission is to promote education, research, and schol-
arship to the drug court field and other court-based intervention
programs.

Historically, education and training in the drug court field have
been available only at regional workshops and the annual na-
tional conference; analysis and scholarship were largely lim-
ited to anecdotes and personal accounts.

That situation has changed. Evaluations exist on dozens of drug
court and other problem-solving court programs. Scholars and
researchers continue to apply the rigors of scientific review and
analysis to the drug court model. The level of experience and
expertise necessary to support such an institution now exist.

Since its creation in December 1997, NDCI has launched a com-
prehensive practitioner training series for judges, prosecutors,
public defenders, court coordinators, treatment providers, and
community supervision officers, developed a research division
responsible for creating a scientific research agenda and publica-
tion dissemination strategy for the field, developed a series of
evaluation workshops, and published a monograph series on rel-
evant issues to drug court institutionalization and expansion.
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