SOBRIETY COURT OFFENDER ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

1. Male and female adult offenders who either reside in the City of Grand Rapids or have committed their offense within the city limits.

2. Possession of U.S. citizenship or a valid green card to legally remain in the United States.

3.  Offenders willing to admit responsibility and plead guilty to the offense.

4. Offenders with an identifiable substance abuse problem.

5. Offenders who have not previously participated in the 61st District Court Drug Court/Sobriety Court Programs, unless specifically waived by the judge.

6. Offenders who have no more than three prior felony convictions and/or juvenile adjudications (unless specifically waived by the Sobriety Court judge) and no previous convictions for violent or assaultive felony offenses.

7. Offenders who show no pattern for violent behavior.

8. Offenders who did not possess a dangerous weapon at the time of arrest for the offense referred to the Sobriety Court Program.

9. Offenders who show sufficient emotional stability, mental and intellectual capacity to be capable of participation in the program.

10. In general, offenders with the following characteristics could be eligible for the program. Offenders pleading to/found guilty of:

a. OUIL/OWI reduced from OUIL/OWI-3rd offense

b. OUIL/OWI-2nd offense or OUIL/OWI-1st offense reduced from a 2nd
c. OUIL/OWI-1st (minimum of one other conviction for OUIL/OWI)

d. OUIL/OWI-1st upon recommendation of supervisor if:

1.) There is a high blow (>.18) or

2.) Related alcohol offenses (MIP. Alcohol in Vehicle, etc) or

3.) Assessment indicates serious substance abuse problem or

4.) Defendant admits to chronic use of alcohol/other drugs

11. More specifically, the focus of offender referrals will be on offenders pleading to/found guilty of:

a. OUIL/OWI reduced from OUIL/OWI-3rd offense

b. OUIL/OWI-2nd offense with a prior offense within the last five years

c. OUIL/OWI with multiple (three or more) prior OUIL/OWI offenses

12. Misdemeanor probation violation cases may be screened for eligibility if the probationary offense does not otherwise make the person ineligible.

13. OUIL-3rd offenses including probation violations from traditional probation supervision through the Michigan Department of Corrections.

DRUNK DRIVING COURT INELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

1. Anyone convicted of a violent felony offense.

2. Anyone involved in a personal injury accident at the time of the offense (unless specifically reviewed/waived by the Drunk Driving Court judge)

3. Refusal to cooperate with screening and assessment procedures, or an unwillingness to participate in required programming or abide by program rules.

4. Persons whose mental health or medical issues would prevent them from being able to actively participate in and complete the program.
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